
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report is written collectively from all staff, with snippets and photos 

from our busy centre allowing us to share some of our good news 

stories, successes, achievements, and lessons learnt.  

 

Report from Hyleen 
 

Our Space 
This provision is still used regularly by varying amounts of 

people each week on a Thursday. It is a great social time 

in the building with lots of chat & laughter.   

At present some of the participants are cutting the pop 

bottles for the poppy decorations to be used in the area. 

The Wednesday group is not as popular, but we continue 

to advertise the session & we hope it will develop. 

Food Parcels & Ready Meals 

We continue to receive about 80 ready meals with a 

dessert or cake each week. These are proving popular 

with our local people. We have enough funding to 

continue these until the beginning of November. 

We have received a further £2k for further stock for our 

food parcels. These are given as a one-off item when 

families need help. They are not for regular weekly 

collection. 

 

We have found an increase in demand for all our food 

services over the summer holidays due to the extra 

cost of feeding the whole family for 6 weeks, we also 

managed to offer fruit and water within sessions this 

summer after receiving another kind donation from 

Sainsbury’s.  

If you require any further information, please contact 

me. 

Hyleen Wood, Centre Coordinator 

Centre Manager Report - 

 Clare Robinson 

 

August 24 – September 24



Ellens Report, 
 
Ellen is currently on Annual leave, having a well-deserved break after 
planning and delivering a jam-packed Summer Programme for our 
families. Our Programme included family music sessions with Purple Bear 
Music, Nerf Battles with NE Parties, Family Circuits sessions and Neon 
Fitness sessions with Get Fit North East, Forest School sessions with Back 
into Nature CIC and much more. We love providing our summer activities 

and appreciated those who attended this year, many 
sessions were fully booked with others high attendance, so 
thank you to all who joined us, helped us deliver the sessions 
and to Amy our fab Summer Volunteer who did a great job 
whilst doing some much-needed volunteering hours as part 
of her Duke of Edinburgh Qualification.  
 
 
The rainbow patch has been 
put to good use during our 
forest school session with Liz 
from Back into nature CIC this 

summer.   
The children have enjoyed 
exploring the mud kitchens, water 
play, building with our crates and 
planks as we all mud painting, 
printing using leaves and flowers 
and creating with clay. 
 
A massive THANK 
YOU to Jeanette and 

all of her colleagues at Sainsbury's Local Chester-le-Street for 
their generous donation. This will really help to keep lots of 

tummies full during our summer activities  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/backin2nature?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVfLqWamMHjkh2CCyZ4msX7CbxHO_xQZ7JZSIFyg5G-fQOC1DAdkDCXf7kI7ofrk7YCUrunveR3UVsfx-lXM5WkSivAvcdgEFNebO1XiQ-IC6eBwTY90R_LeLKM4SWdhFzFKlGFZbBflEbvCMxx1nESyIsc7ZarIr7R-aJfTj_qGAKx2Wvvq2Jv29J2DCxA4lHLutZgZmySpHIfp7JI8Tgi&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/sainsburys?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUT1G9Y0vyDjBg_7gTSJth5KWswqpXJK0_uD1W8R22OxBxrHaznh9-JXIgXNWs1WTg3j62qkfuxoq5hLVdrgZSeQMEDYWnpQ-OoCmfuF6r4eK68TPICOXiTgggai5hHLk9j7fqfH7LAnDAvc-9Jce39Q7ZFUlDn252-RRVV-E5kFYOo9d39orH33Wb12SunVWubNYYBQF3R3y0hWtlpSOYZ&__tn__=-%5dK*F


Recent Developments:  

• Pelton in Bloom 2024. We had 
another fantastic year, with lots of help as 
mentioned in our last report. I am pleased 
to report we won Gold AND Overall 
winner for the second year in a row. What 
a fabulous achievement, and the £50 prize 
was a lovely treat.  

• Walking Tennis is slowly building and 
attracting a few new faces. It is a 
great way to enjoy Tennis, but in a 
gentler way. We could hear lots of 
giggling last week, it sounds like they have 
a laugh doing it too.  

• We have something new starting 
Thursday 26th September at 7pm here at 
the centre,   K9 Konnections are going to 
do Dog recall training sessions.  
Details on poster showing who to contact 
for further information or to register. 

• We are looking forward to a new 
Couch25K programme starting again here 
on a Wednesday...who is going to join us? 
A few staff completed this course earlier this year, so if you have any 

questions just give us a shout, we all really enjoyed it. It will be starting Wednesday 

18th September!!  

• While we are on the subject of 
running, here are some great pictures 
from our Durham 5k Sponsored run, 

where Clare, Paul, Ellen, Amanda, Helen and 
Serena all took part and did a fab job. We had 
some great cheerleaders on the day too. 
Between the group we managed to raise over 
£1000 which was fantastic. Well done everyone 

😊  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/K9Konnections?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXW_aKmQjxa1UgqdNkBSyqfG3YB5M-jPk3skhGsV5sHduUOsQqlssBlyvhPXOgcXI393vguuYLuWfZN2mFwjVFLRHY9LyHeSVhIhghrQ9iFm02gcTwTG-tW8rqgWryLb5FzwZblRxOVTRYhTCUn7kJvEXUdiSxco32_7gJnrR3_nt4i9wFequqYjemiS5Gq3oDYEzj-XGTE-Ij6VuK9kj9Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R


• Ouston and District Art group will be joining our busy 
timetable of groups, relocating here on a Friday due to the venue 
they used to use in Perkinville closing. Everyone is  welcome and they 
are looking for new members. We can’t wait to see what they get up 
to week to week.  

• Our Main Hall is full most weekends now, with parties and 
events and our regular classes. We had a 
fabulous Circus themed party recently, Candy 
Kids filled the hall with some great soft play 
and an elephant castle, how fab does it look. 
We then had an African drumming party this 
weekend, with 30 drums for the children to 
enjoy together. Great ideas for parties.  

• Due to a change within our staffing 
team, we are now looking for a new person to 

join our team, could this be you? We are looking for someone to work 
evenings and weekends, on a rota basis, 
with a minimum of 10 hours a week, 
however, more will be likely. Please see 
job advert for more info and with 
details on how to apply.  

• Filming took place this month as Mick, 
our Chairman, has been nominated for 
an award. The North East Charity 
Awards take place on Thursday 19th 
September and we can wait to head 
along as a staff team.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• County Durham and Darlington NHS are hosting a number of events in our area, including one here 
on Thursday 26th September for 
Fall Prevention week. Please help 
spread the word, it is a drop in 
event and all are welcome.  

• Funding, we have been successful 
with a couple of bids, one for a 
Development Worker roll within 
our team, which Ellen will be 
taking on and I’m sure she will 
report on soon, and another to 
refurbish our lounge and offer 
social activities for older people. 
As part of the lounge 
refurbishment, we are looking at 
adding cladding to the walls, like 
the Main Hall, Room 3 and Room 
14, widening the door frame and 
adding shelves and storage, we 
can’t wait.  

 
As always we are continuing to offer food parcels to those in need…you just need to ask.  

Our Community centre also allows you to recycle damaged, broken or unwanted electrical items that fit in 
a carrier, these can be put in the DCC box under reception. You can also recycle your old batteries, vapes 

and now your soft plastics.  
     Regards Clare Robinson and Team 

 


